16/12/2011



Minutes of the Worth Matravers Parish Council Meeting held in Harmans Cross 
Village Hall on Tuesday 6 December, 2011 at 7.30pm
PRESENT 
Chairman I. Bugler, Cllrs R Sandham, Mrs. J. Meates, Mr. J Burden, Mr. I Bugler, Mr. R Field, County/ District Cllr M Lovell
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


372.
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Cath Newman.
PUBLIC DISCUSSION
There were 3 members of the public present.

The following points were raised in the public discussion;
373
The pedestrian problems caused by overhanging hedges and vegetation blocking the footway on Valley Road by ‘Woodlands’ were raised. It was agreed to pursue initial advisory enforcement using leaflets provided by DCC Highways 

374
Dr Langley presented a panoramic set of photographs taken facing out towards the Isle of Wight which showed the current ENECO proposals for a major wind farm. His photo montage illustrated the impact of the current proposals for a large number of wind turbines on the Jurassic coastal views. He showed how these effects would be substantially mitigated if ENECO would agree to restrict their development to concentrate the same number of turbines into a smaller part of the area. The Parish Council thanked Dr Langley for presenting this helpful information.

The Public Meeting closed at 7.49 pm.
Declaration of Interest 

There were declarations from Cllr Meates on PA6/2011/0726 and Cllr Bugler on proposed Begbie Field works. 
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
375
The Minutes of the Council meeting held on Tuesday 6 November 2011 had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr Burden proposed, seconded by Cllr Field acceptance of the minutes and these were passed by all Councillors present as a true record. The minutes were signed by the Chairman.
MATTERS ARISING
376.
The Clerk had previously circulated an update of the Action Notes from the WMPC meeting on the 1 November and this was noted. The PC agreed that it would grant aid the Worth Organ replacement and the CAB with donations of £250 and £150 respectively.  
377.
The Clerk confirmed that the second estimate for the Buddleia cut back in Begbie field had been received .Cllrs Meates and Burden would consider and agree the lowest quote outside this meeting. Action Cllrs Burden, Meates & Clerk. 
378.
Cllr Sandham had drafted the details of the Parish nomination to PDC for of the Volunteer of the Year programme. Action Clerk. 
379.
Cllr Meates reported back on the PACT Meeting 15 November. Attendance had been disappointing in spite of the advanced notice published in ‘The Dubber’.  11 members were present at a useful presentation from the Swanage Fire and Rescue Service and the Police. Cllr Meates considered that this lack of attendance may be a positive indication that there were few current PACT issues in the WM & HX areas. The difficulty especially for slow moving pedestrians in crossing Valley road was acknowledged by PC Ashdown from the PACT .This highway issue was discussed and it was agreed to contact the local MP Mr Drax to seek his assistance with approaching Dorset CC for a comprehensive package of measures to deal with local pedestrian problems. These were caused by the  lack of a continuous footpath from Valley road to the HXVH and the absence of a facility to enable pedestrians to cross the fast moving traffic on Valley road in two stages using a central island, Action Clerk 
380
The Clerk reported back on the meeting of P&TC with PDC C.Exec and his Officers on the 17 November. The main items were the Gypsy and Travellers report and the future financial pressures facing PDC. 
381
The Clerk had attended and had previously circulated the minutes of the HXVH-AGM.
382.  
 The PDC seminar on protecting Purbecks Heritage took place on the 23 November. It was a productive assembly of different interest groups. Cllr Meates noted she had not received an invitation.  The participants wished the Purbeck Heritage Committee to continue with resource issues dealt with by increased administrative efficiency. 
CORRESPONDENCE
383.
The Clerk gave an update that he had organised a working party of local volunteers to maintain the Withy Bed in Worth. They had met on the first Sunday of November and December. Any additional volunteers were always very welcome in future to help on the first Sunday morning of every month. Action Clerk. 
384 
The Clerk reported he had asked PDC for additional copies of the questionnaire for responding on the Gypsy and Travellers sites report. If they did not arrive he would make a copy for each Cllr. It was agreed to discuss the PC formal response at the next WMPC meeting.
 
385
Cllrs discussed the Draft Housing Needs Study provided by PDC. The Clerk advised that this report was commissioned by Worth Matravers Parish Council who would own the results. Cllrs were generally disappointed with the survey and especially the grossly underestimated number of second homes shown as 26 in Worth.  Cllrs view was that a more reliable figure would be 70 – 75 houses making nearly 50 % of the houses in the Worth village second homes. Cllrs also discussed the feedback they had received on local affordable housing needs was for homes to purchase rather than just to rent. The PC was critical of the design of the new affordable units in worth Village which were to be occupied shortly. The construction was not in a local style or with locally sourced stone   and the PC considered there had been a serious lack of sustainability through the non use of local Purbeck companies and labour to carry out the wide range of building work.PDC was to be requested for the individual questionnaire data as it was unclear how the results took into account the future occupants of the new affordable units. The PC wished to defer any consideration of additional units in the Parish until information and practical experience from the allocation and residence in the 5 new affordable units at Roman Barn was available .Action Clerk 
386
 A letter had been received from PDC outlining proposals that WMPC take over responsibility for management and maintenance of the Worth public toilets with grant aid from PDC being progressively reduced from its contribution in 2013 by 25% a year over the following 3 years. The PC would then take over all financial responsibility from 2016 . Cllr Lovell as a PDC Cllr stated that the proposal in the letter was premature as no such agreement had yet been reached by PDC members. The PC agreed that it would in future have to accept a best case in  terms of PDC financial contributions and would look to work with Langton Matravers PC  in the future for local procurement of the cleansing contracts. Cllr Burden stated that he was still awaiting the detailed specification under the current SITA cleansing contract from PDC officers.
387
The proposed Planning Workshop by PDC at HXVH on the 17 January was noted with all Cllrs wishing to attend this meeting at 1830. Action Clerk 
HIGHWAY MATTERS
388
Cllr Burden raised the recent tarmac reinstatement work south of the Worth Green by Dorset Direct Works. This appeared to be an isolated repair. He would follow up with DCC Highways the outstanding manhole and overflow issue from the north of the Green which he had brought to DCC attention at the last on site meeting in November. Action Cllr Burden 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
389
PA 6/2011/0694 Downs and Southdown Quarries Application to amend condition 18 of consent to reduce buffer zone to Downsay Field from 5m to 2 m. The Parish Council considered the applicants proposal to reduce to 2 metres the environmental protection strip along their site boundary to the (Grey Rock) SNCI was unacceptable. The Parish Council considers priority should be given to the ongoing improvement and enhancement of the existing SNCI with added protection over the years for its important species and habitats. The Parish Council gave due consideration to the decades of extraction permitted under the existing consent and the potential additional extraction which could take place if the strip was reduced in width to 2 metres . If consent was given practical considerations make a 2 metre strip adjacent to the proposed deep excavation untenable over any period and the mechanical and environmentally intrusive operations on this applicants quarry sites would take place  much closer to the SNCI boundary. The PC resolved to object to this application
 PA 6/2011/0734 Eastington Farm Quarry Worth  Continued extraction of Purbeck limestone with restoration to limestone grasslands. There were no objections. DCC was requested to seek reinstatement of the area as soon as practicable with removal of redundant buildings and equipment. 
 PA 6/2011/0726 Certificate of lawfulness Mixed use agricultural caravanning and camping Primrose Hill Farm Haycrafts lane HX. The PC had no objection to the current use of the site. The PC agreed to inform PDC that the use of the field for tents and caravans applied for in this certificate had been restricted to limited numbers at certain peak weeks of the summer. 
 PA6/2011/0726 Annesfield  HX Two storey rear extension  No objection 
Potentially unauthorized Tree Works were reported at Worth Farm Cottage with pollarding of a Sycamore tree . This would be passed on to PDC Tree Works  enforcement. 
Action Clerk  
 FINANCIAL MATTERS
390.
Payment of donations and invoices received and checked November 1 to December 6th
Mr. I Bugler



Grass cutting WM, November2011

Garden Services


Grass cutting Churchyard, October & November 2011
F. Marsh 


           Grass cutting.

Mr. R.Khanna 



Clerks PAYE, Salary and expenses 
Worth VH 



 Xmas Tree& hall hire
David Ralls



Signs

391.
Confidential Minute 


 
392
Confidential Minute 
393
 Chairman. Cllr Field agreed to act as Chairman for the January meeting. 
PERIOD OF DISCUSSION AND INFORMATION
394
Cllr Bugler raised the possibility of purchasing a coin counter and it was agreed that this be investigated. Action Clerk
395
Cllr Burden gave an update on the emergency work to repair the recently damaged height restriction on the HX car park. It was agreed that the authorised repair work should extend to replacement at approximately £80 of the damaged post.  The current very limited revenue from donations from users of this car park was noted as it is costly to maintain and with all the other expenditure of rent and rates is barely breaking even with the voluntary collection work.
396
Cllr Hobson raised issues of the Transport infrastructure tax previously collected in Worth on extensions  Cllr Lovell stated whilst these were no longer being levied on extensions,  past payments  were not being repaid by PDC.
397
Some concern was expressed about the information on the WMPC Web site and the updating of Councillor names. This would be attended to as part of the published 2012 calendar of meetings. Action Clerk. 
398 
Damage to the wall at Renscombe car park had been noted and this would be dealt with by the DCC Wardens 
The meeting closed at 9.08 pm.
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